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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS,--------------........
96-703 August 2, 1979 Hashington, D.C.
PUBLIC SUPPORTS SYNTHETIO FUEL DEVELOPMENT. The American public strongly supports
a major synthetic fuels initiative, simi liar to HR 3930 which I cosponsored and
strongly supported. This legislation passed the House in late June by a vote of
368 to 25. A recent ABC News-Harris public opinion survey shows, even before
President Carter's speech, major elements of this 'bill enjoyed overwhelming support.
Specifically, here is the public's reaction to a synthetic fuel program, as
reported by the recent ABC-Harris survey:
o A sizeable majority of Americans (75%-19%) favor ris~ing federal funds
to guarantee the backing of plants that can convert coal to oil and
na tura 1 gas.
o A majority (61%-30%) also favors the potential spending of up to $10
billion by the federal government to purchase synthetic crude oil
produced by oil shale and tar sands.
o A big majority (71%-19%) of the public also supports government
backing for plants that can combine alcohol from farm crops with
gaso line.
o The largest majority of all (78%-17%) favors the development of solar
power for residential needs.
As a member of the Agriculture Committee, I have strongly supported these
types of efforts for several years. We had this vision two years ago -- Get the
synthetic fuels industry moving by including a provision in the 1977 farm bill to
launch an alcohol fuels study program.
The Harris survey reported that although most Americans feel government
spending is not giving them real value for their tax dollars, a synthetic fuels
program was considered to be a sound investment well worth the expense.
The survey showed American people are shocked at our country's reliance on
foreign oil sources. At present we import close to 50% of the oil we use. Dependence
'on the OPEC oi 1 marke t, which inc ludes severa 1 volati le Arab na tions, is not a
comfortable position.
The present energy situation has been created by years of federal controls
on fuel allocations and prices. These energy regulations have intensified our
nation's increasing reliance on foreign oil while bringing domestic production close
to a standstill. The free enterprise system has always found solutions to America's
past problems. Numerous resources across the country have not been 6eveloped by the
energy industries because of excessive government regulation which does not encourage
its production.
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The Harris Survey concluded that the American people believe that the ultimate
relief from the pressing energy problem will come from our nation generating more
new sources of fuel. We a~e aware of the public's frustration. And the emphasis
of the House bill is right on target. The House program provides incentives for
private industry to develop additional natural resources which will put us back on
the path to energy self-sufficiency.
* * * * *
FIGHTING INFLATION deserves similar unwavering national dedication which is being
given to the energy problem. Government spending now accounts for more than one-third
of our gross national product, and the huge federal deficit has put tremendous pressure
on the rate of inflation.
The fight against inflation would be greatly aided by a Constitutional Amendment
mandating a balanced federal budget. As you know, I have been asking my colleagues
to approve such an action since my arrival on Capitol Hill in 1965. Once lonely in
this battle, many of my colleagues have recently spoken for the need to express a
firm and definite intent on the part of Congress in balancing the budget.
The inflation prOblem should not be given secondary consideration because of the
energy situation. The House should move as quickly as possible in dealing with
inefficient programs, oversight and budgetary priorities so that we might better
utilize the savings on the alternate sources of energy and at least begin reducing
our national debt.
* * * * *
JUDICIAL TEMPERAMENT. On August 1, Judge Reynaldo Garza will be sworn in as U.S.
Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, one of the most influential
and prestigious federal tribunals.
Judge Garza has the respect of those who know him. As Chief Judge of the
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Texas, he has distinguished
himself and honored his friends and community in many years of outstanding service.
He possesses the judicial temperament that reflects the moods and needs of the
nation. I am proud to be his friend and was happy to accompany him to confirmation
hearings before the U.S. Senate on July 12 and speak on his behalf.
I know everyone in the 15th District joins us in extending Judge Garza and his
family our most sincere congratulations.
* * * * *
VISITORS FROM HOME this week were Arturo Ramirez of Alamo; Gilberto de los Santos
of Edinburg; Dr & Mrs Robert C Brown of Kingsville; Mr & Mrs Samuel Garcia and
Estella Salinas, all of Mission; Mr &Mrs Julio Larralde, Jr and Norma Larralde
of Rio Grande City; Frank Cavazos of San Benito; Mr & Mrs Roy Salinas of Washington,
D C, formerly of Mission; and Mr & Mrs Saul Munoz of Weslaco.
* * * * *
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